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covered by an areawide contract, al-
though it may be available at specific 
locations within the utility’s service 
area. When competing suppliers are 
available, the provisions of paragraph 
(c)(1) of this section apply. 

(c) Procedures for obtaining service. (1) 
Any Federal agency having a require-
ment for utility services within an area 
covered by an areawide contract shall 
acquire services under that areawide 
contract unless— 

(i) Service is available from more 
than one supplier; or 

(ii) The head of the contracting ac-
tivity or designee otherwise determines 
that use of the areawide contract is not 
advantageous to the Government. If 
service is available from more than one 
supplier, service shall be acquired 
using competitive acquisition proce-
dures (see 41.202(a)). The determination 
required by paragraph (c)(1)(ii) of this 
section shall be documented in the con-
tract file with an information copy fur-
nished to GSA at the address in 
41.301(a). 

(2) Each areawide contract includes 
an authorization form for ordering 
service, connection, disconnection, or 
change in service. Upon execution of an 
authorization by the contracting offi-
cer and utility supplier, the utility 
supplier is required to furnish services, 
without further negotiation, at the 
current, applicable published or unpub-
lished rates, unless other rates, and/or 
terms and conditions are separately ne-
gotiated by the Federal agency with 
the supplier. 

(3) The contracting officer shall exe-
cute the Authorization, and attach it 
to a Standard Form (SF) 26, Award/
Contract, along with any modifications 
such as connection charges, special fa-
cilities, or service arrangements. The 
contracting officer shall also attach 
any specific fiscal, operational, and ad-
ministrative requirements of the agen-
cy, applicable rate schedules, technical 
information and detailed maps or draw-
ings of delivery points, details on Gov-
ernment ownership, maintenance, or 
repair of facilities, and other informa-
tion deemed necessary to fully define 
the service conditions in the Author-
ization/contract. 

(d) List of areawide contracts. A list of 
current GSA areawide contracts is 

available from the GSA office specified 
at 41.301(a). The list identifies the 
types of services and the geographic 
area served. A copy of the contract 
may also be obtained from this office. 

(e) Notification. Agencies shall pro-
vide GSA at the address specified at 
41.301(a) a copy of each SF 26 and exe-
cuted Authorization issued under an 
areawide contract within 30 days after 
execution.

41.205 Separate contracts. 

(a) In the absence of an areawide con-
tract or interagency agreement (see 
41.206), agencies shall acquire utility 
services by separate contract subject 
to this part, and subject to agency con-
tracting authority. 

(b) If an agency enters into a sepa-
rate contract, the contracting officer 
shall document the contract file with 
the following information: 

(1) The number of available suppliers. 
(2) Any special equipment, service re-

liability, or facility requirements and 
related costs. 

(3) The utility supplier’s rates, con-
nection charges, and termination li-
ability. 

(4) Total estimated contract value 
(including costs in subparagraphs (b) 
(2) and (3) of this subsection). 

(5) Any technical or special contract 
terms required. 

(6) Any unusual characteristics of 
services required. 

(7) The utility’s wheeling or trans-
portation policy for utility service. 

(c) If requesting GSA assistance with 
a separate contract, the requesting 
agency shall furnish the technical and 
acquisition data specified in 41.205(b), 
41.301, and such other data as GSA may 
deem necessary. 

(d) A contract exceeding a 1-year pe-
riod, but not exceeding ten years (ex-
cept pursuant to 41.103), may be justi-
fied, and is usually required, where any 
of the following circumstances exist: 

(1) The Government will obtain lower 
rates, larger discounts, or more favor-
able terms and conditions of service; 

(2) A proposed connection charge, 
termination liability, or any other fa-
cilities charge to be paid by the Fed-
eral Government will be reduced or 
eliminated; or 
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(3) The utility service supplier re-
fuses to render the desired service ex-
cept under a contract exceeding a 1-
year period.

41.206 Interagency agreements. 

Agencies shall use interagency agree-
ments (e.g., consolidated purchase, 
joint use, or cross-service agreements) 
when acquiring utility service or facili-
ties from other Government agencies 
and shall comply with the policies and 
procedures at subpart 17.5, Interagency 
Acquisitions under the Economy Act.

Subpart 41.3—Requests for 
Assistance

41.301 Requirements. 

(a) Requests for delegations of GSA 
contracting authority, assistance with 
a proposed contract as provided in 
41.203, and the submission of other in-
formation required by this part, shall 
be sent or submitted to the General 
Services Administration (GSA) region 
in which service is required. The names 
and locations of GSA regional offices 
are available from the Public Utilities 
Division (PPU), Public Buildings Serv-
ice, Washington, DC 20405. 

(b) Requests for contracting assist-
ance for utility services shall be sent 
not later than 120 days prior to the 
date new services are required to com-
mence an existing contract will expire. 
Requests for assistance shall contain 
the following information: 

(1) A technical description or speci-
fication of the type, quantity, and 
quality of service required, and a deliv-
ery schedule. 

(2) A copy of any service proposal or 
proposed contract. 

(3) Copies of all current published or 
unpublished rates of the utility sup-
plier. 

(4) Identification of any unusual fac-
tors affecting the acquisition. 

(5) Identification of all available 
sources or methods of supply, an anal-
ysis of the cost effectiveness of each, 
and a statement of the ability of each 
source to provide the required services, 
including the location and a descrip-
tion of each available supplier’s facili-
ties at the nearest point of service, and 
the cost of providing or obtaining nec-

essary backup and other ancillary serv-
ices. 

(c) For new utility service require-
ments, the agency shall furnish the in-
formation in paragraph (a) of this sec-
tion and the following as applicable: 

(1) The date initial service is re-
quired. 

(2) For the first 12 months of full 
service, estimated maximum demand, 
monthly consumption, other pertinent 
information (e.g., demand side manage-
ment, load or energy management, 
peak shaving, on site generation, load 
shaping), and annual cost of the serv-
ice. 

(3) Known or estimated time schedule 
for growth to ultimate requirements. 

(4) Estimated ultimate maximum de-
mand and ultimate monthly consump-
tion. 

(5) A simple schematic diagram or 
line drawing showing the meter loca-
tions, the location of the new utility 
facilities to be constructed on Federal 
property by the Federal agency, and 
any required new connection facilities 
on either side of the delivery point to 
be constructed by the utility supplier 
to provide the new services. 

(6) Accounting and appropriation 
data to cover the required utility serv-
ices and any connection charges re-
quired to be paid by the agency receiv-
ing such utility services. 

(7) The following data concerning 
proposed facilities and related charges 
or costs: 

(i) Proposed refundable or nonrefund-
able connection charge, termination li-
ability, or other facilities charge to be 
paid by the agency, together with a de-
scription of the supplier’s proposed fa-
cilities and estimated construction 
costs, and its rationale for the charge 
(e.g., tariff provisions or policies). 

(ii) A copy of the acquiring agency’s 
estimate to make its own connection 
to the supplier’s facilities through use 
of its own resources or by separate con-
tract. When feasible, the acquiring 
agency shall provide its estimates to 
construct and operate its own utility 
facilities in lieu of participating in a 
cost-sharing construction program 
with the proposed utility supplier. 
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